


Chapter 5

A microscopic view of Podcasting with the TechHEds 

Anna Thai & Brian Yuhnke

	
	In today's world of academia, you may all be quite familiar with this scenario. It's the start of yet another semester and you are in the midst of developing content for your course. You've just come back from a conference and are completely overwhelmed by buzz words such as "Web 2.0, Podcasts, Twitter, Social Media, Micro-blogging, RSS, Wiki, Blogs, Second Life, Cloud Computing" and so on. You’d love to integrate some of these technologies into your class but have no idea where to begin. It’s beginning to feel like technology has become your biggest enemy. 

Have no fear TechHEds is here! (don’t have Helvetica font)
	A great part of our job involves drafting up ideas on how to keep faculty informed of the numerous technologies floating around in cyberspace. And one day during a brainstorming session, it occurred to us that the University community could benefit from a weekly podcast that helps them stay in “tune” with technology. The light bulb went on and after a few more passing of ideas, TechHEds was born. 

What's with the Name? (don’t have Helvetica font)
	During our brainstorming sessions, we went from being EduTech to Technopods to Tech4Pod, eventually settling on our name; TechHEds - the Technology in Higher Education Podcast from the University of Colorado Denver. Although we are not limited to just higher education, we strive to present content that is relevant and beneficial to all users interested in up and coming technology and the potential effects it will have on them.

What is a Podcast? (don’t have Helvetica font)
	I'm sure you have heard the word "podcast", but do you know what it means? Wikipedia describes a podcast as “a series of digital media files (either audio or video) that are released episodically and downloaded through web syndication”.  Users have the ability to download each episode of a podcast onto any mp3 audio device such as an Apple iPod, Microsoft Zune or Creative Zen. Accessing a podcast is not just limited to an audio device; you can also indulge it from a computer, where you simply play the file on site or using an audio player such as Windows Media Player, RealPlayer or Apple iTunes. The word podcast originally derived its name from the iPod manufactured by Apple Inc. But podcasts and podcasting did not originate from Apple, and it does not require owning an iPod to listen/or view podcasts. Many early podcasters adopted the term and in the summer of 2005 when Apple added podcasting support to their iTunes software allowing iPod users to consume podcasts as easy, if not easier, than other mp3 players at the time, the term “podcast” stuck. Today many explain a Podcast to stand for Personal OnDemand Cast. 



Podcasting is easy, inexpensive and great for Higher Ed (don’t have Helvetica font)
	Podcasts can be a creative way to introduce yourself to your online class. Give your students a break from reading another tedious chapter by recording short “lectures’ as podcasts or even have them submit their work as a podcast. A great thing about podcasts is that they are easy and fairly inexpensive to produce. A full production studio is far from necessary to begin podcasting and if you already have access to a computer or laptop, this can easily be done for under $50. The basic equipment needed to start creating a podcast is a microphone or headset and a computer with audio recording software. Best of all, Audacity, one of the most popular podcasting/ audio editing applications, is completely free and runs on Mac and Windows! Audacity is far from the only available tool. Other audio editing software includes: Apple GarageBand (http://www.apple.com/ilife/garageband/) & Adobe Audition (http://www.adobe.com/products/audition/) to name a few. As for hardware, a USB headset can start from around $30 and above. Logitech and Labtech are two popular manufacturers the headsets.

The TechHEds Studio (don’t have Helvetica font)
	If you really enjoy creating podcasts, one thing you will soon realize is that though adequate, your current setup will never seem to be enough. The TechHEds team began recording in a tiny studio roughly the size of a closet. Over the past two years and with the help of a move into a new building, we are now enjoying the benefits of a "professional" studio.  We have added higher end equipment, further improving the quality and efficiency of the content and have also added video cameras and a TriCaster; a live streaming video broadcaster to push a live video version of the show. 

Video Podcasts (don’t have Helvetica font)
	In additional to weekly podcasts, the TechHeds team periodically produces video podcasts which are downloadable short videos. Episodes such as Twitter and Google Docs have been created and are accessible via the TechHEds site (http://www.techheds.com/). Video podcasts are quite appealing to visual learners because you have the visuals to complement the audio. Video podcasting has steadily increased in popularity with users because of the wide audiences it attracts and also the relative ease of use - simply capture and upload the content online!

Future of TechHEds (don’t have Helvetica font)
	We hope we have added a little inspiration for you to go out and start creating your own podcasts. Whether it’s a short introduction of yourself for your students, or your favorite color, the topic is endless! Feel free to contact us or stop by the studio to watch a live recording of the show on Mondays. We don’t want you to walk away feeling like technology is your enemy, but rather; gaining the confidence you need to embrace technology with open arms.
 	With over 75 episodes and counting, the TechHEds Podcast has covered content from academic dishonesty to teaching with games, to music in learning. We plan to continue with new and engaging topics from the world of higher education and technology. We’re also constantly tweaking our technology to further expand our reach. TechHeds recently began streaming live video as the podcast is being recorded and plan on making the video content available for download. So what are you waiting for? Go visit our website at (http://www.techheds.com) and download or play all of the podcasts and video podcasts. 
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