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what is it?
Like other computers, mobile phones run an operating system. Android is Google’s attempt to provide a powerful, low-cost mobile phone operating system that can compete with devices such as the Blackberry or the iPhone. Unlike some of its competitors, the Android operating system is free for phone hardware providers and mobile phone companies to use. As a result, Android-powered devices such as the Droid, The My Touch and the Nexus One are available on a variety of carriers at a competitive price.

educational use?
For the most part, an operating system is an operating system. Educators should not have to worry about the platform they use to run their applications. In the case of Android, Google makes it clear that the future does not belong to the iPhone, the Blackberry or any other system. The software running mobile phones looks to remain diverse, while the competition will encourage continued growth of these mobile platforms. The bottom line, the future of mobile devices will be marked my powerful, capable and fun portable computing.

pros & cons?
Every phone platform has its proponents and detractors. As a Google phone system, Android comes packed built-in integration with the Google tools—such as Gmail, Google Maps and Google Docs. Because it is a new operating system, the number of add-on applications is smaller than the iPhone. However, Google is actively recruiting developers for its platform, and open access to its development community and application market has worked to rapidly attract a wide variety of software for the phone.

what’s it cost?
Prices for new Android-based phones run from $150 and up, depending on the mobile carrier and phone contracts

alternatives?
iPhone, Palm Pre

resources?
A set of overview videos talking about Android: http://www.android.com/media/
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