
	  

	  

 
March 1, 2014 
Promotion and Tenure Committee 
College of Education, Boise State University 
 
Dear Promotion and Tenure Committee: 
I am submitting my developmental promotion and tenure portfolio for third year 
review and analysis. I was granted two years of service toward tenure when I 
was hired as a tenure track Assistant Professor based on my previous 
experience as an instructional designer at Boise State and as a faculty member 
before that at Regis University. Therefore, even though this is my first academic 
year in a tenure track position, I have been working at Boise State since 2011 
and engaging in teaching, scholarship, and service since 2005.   
 
In the following portfolio, I highlight my teaching effectiveness, scholarly activity, 
and service contributions since 2011. At times, when deemed appropriate, I also 
touch on my work before 2011 in an effort to demonstrate a trajectory over time.  
In the following sections, I provide a brief overview of my accomplishments and 
the materials contained in the following sections of my portfolio.  
 
Teaching 
I began teaching at Boise State in 2011 as an adjunct. I was later hired as an 
Instructional Designer in the Department of Educational Technology; I continued 
to teach for the department in this role. Since 2011, I have taught multiple 
sections of three different fully online graduate courses: EDTECH 506: Graphic 
Design for Learning, EDTECH 502: Internet for Educators, and EDTECH 512: 
Online Course Design.  
 
I love to teach! I taught my first online course in 2003 and I have been teaching 
online every year since then. I strive to build a community of learners in the 
courses I teach and I spend a great deal of time establishing myself as a real 
person and connecting with my students in the online environment. I also 
regularly provide in-depth and rich feedback to my students. My teaching 
evaluations are consistently strong; they tend to be 4.5 (or higher) on a five-point 
scale. However, I still continually strive to improve my teaching—whether that is 
through the way I design or facilitate the courses I teach. For instance, I applied 
to be a mLearning Scholar in the fall of 2013 because I wanted to explore ways 
to integrate mobile technologies into the classes I teach. 
 
Scholarship  
As a doctoral student, I was encouraged to present at national conferences and 
to submit the papers I presented to journals for possible publication. I quickly 
discovered that I enjoy scholarship. I also realized that I had limited funds for 
travel so I would usually present two or more papers at a conference I attended. 
Since 2011, I have presented 17 times at national and international conferences.  
 
 



	  

	  

 
During this time, I published seven peer-reviewed journal articles. I have 
published in reputable journals like Distance Education and The Review of 
Higher Education as well as practitioner focused journals like TechTrends and 
the International Journal of Teaching and Learning in Higher Education.  I also 
regularly write non-peer reviewed articles as well as book chapters. Since 2011, 
I have written three non-peer reviewed articles, 16 book chapters (two of which 
were peer reviewed), and edited two books. 
 
Service  
Over the years I have been active in service contributions to my profession. 
Since 2011, I have served on the Association for Educational Communications 
and Technology’s (AECT) Division of Distance Learning Board of Directors as 
the Communications Officer. I also regularly review conference proposals for 
AECT as well as the American Educational Research Association (AERA). In 
addition, I regularly review manuscripts for The Internet and Higher Education, 
the Journal of Online Learning and Teaching, and the Quarterly Review of 
Distance Education.  
 
While this is my first year in a tenure track faculty position, I have served the 
University in a number of ways since 2011. At the University level, I work with 
eCampus as a Faculty Associate, helping plan and facilitate the eCampus 
Teaching Online Seminar (eTOS). I have also served on the Student Response 
Task Force led by Academic Technologies. And at the department level, I have 
served on the department’s curriculum committee as well as the doctoral 
planning committee.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to review my materials. I look forward to your 
feedback and recommendations. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Patrick R. Lowenthal, Ph.D. 

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


